Community-acquired pneumonia: process of care studies.
New insight has been gained into the relationship between the processes of care undertaken for patients with community-acquired pneumonia and the resulting outcomes. Better insight into the risks for a complicated course can increase the percentage of patients treated as outpatients. Studies have also suggested that both the promptness and the choice of antibiotic therapy can affect patient outcomes. Promptly switching to oral antibiotic therapy can often lead to a shorter length of hospital stay; however, concern has arisen regarding the effect of shorter lengths of stay on patient outcomes.